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his is the 51stinstal】ment oftho Japanesoin
Depth series,now in print for four years.
Itlopefully this is only one m‖ostone ofmore

to come・!Fo mark the occasion,I'd like to consider
the quostion“Whatislanguage?''
Suporflcially,ofcOurse,language is a lnetins of
co■lmunicatio■.WVhile it is indled ah important
and ma30r mcans orcOmmunica慨on for almost all
humans,itis notthe only one.
Consider those who create various art Fori阻St
Composers write musac,fOr instance.lllhis is coln‐
municatton of Feelings and thoughts via musical
soulld.Some lnusi〈】ans,it scclns,have an easior
time communicattng through music than through
words.Painters paint pictures,sculptors croate
sculptures and pho的graphers cap価的images with
cameras.I'm sure thesc lnedia renoct↓heir lSespec‐
tive mothods to cxpress feelings and thoughts―in
ShOrt thOy arecommunicating.
Tho avorage person uses language allthe tilne,
both at home and at work.Ithink that women the
world over e対oy what,mm a male perspective,
can scem like endless convorsatlons with each
other.And young peoplo9inparticularP appearto be
andictOd tO using mobile phones,chatting con‐
stant l y  w i t h  t h o i r  f A 3 1 e n d s .
Ir we 100k at our dally 111め,language seems the
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much as 80 porcent ofwhat wo comlnunica純 is acぃ
tually no■verbal,1.e.,gestures,oye movorllonts,fa‐
cial expressions,ctco Nevertheloss,in this lnodern
age Or digital communication,language,with or

withoutits associated nonverbal elements,proba‐
bly ropresents our main means ofcommunicatton.
As disctlssed last month,rm convinced that ani"
mals alsc have thoughts and foolings,though thoy
have no complex systematic“ language"for exぃ

げesslon likc humans do.Considering that the pri‐
lnates most closely related to us demonstrate ab■‐

itios with language ifgiven specialinstltuctionくlike
Koko9械le signing gorilla,for instanco,it is,I think,
i n d i s p u t a b l e  t h a t  t h o u g h t p r o d a t o s  i a n g u a g O  f o r  h u ‐

mans,too.                                 ・

IF you stop to obscrvo the process,you will find

tha↓you can sce thoughts and fedings omorgingin

yol】r rnind bck)re tho verbal expression of them

arises.In order to sharo wbat cannot be porocived

by othcrs,wc transk)rm theso thoughts and reel‐

ings into IIlutually comprehended sounds,so asto

bo undorslood.せ もr tho chain of sounds to lnakc

senso,tlle listoner】nust be」anllliar wviけl tho systolll
l)y、vhich tho soullds aro laid outiin other■,ords,
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tlle 1lstener needs to know tlle same langllagO.
Even ifthe listener knows the salne language,

howover,co〕mmunica胡 on can noverbe p似 ,施ct,「出 c

problem 9f perrect communication lios on both
sides ofthe interaction.    ′

First,thore is a fundamentallimit to expressing
one's thoughtsinwords thatisttmposed by the tool

oflanguage itseli We mayttotbO awaro ofthisliHl‐
itation,becauso wo apply the tool we XnOw so un‐
consdously,butassidubus icarnlrs ofJapanesobe"
come aware, in ti】■o, that tho traparlese often
express difFerent thoughts and feclings than those
that canbo oxpressedⅢ English(for instancc,po"
liteness levds).Orcou】附e,thls holds truc in ttlo op=
pOsite dirocttbn as woll,
Second,speakers ofton canmot pthrl陶ct】y oxpross
their thoughts in languago―this is an issuo oftho
ski1l ofthe language user.
Third,the speaker's concept of a thing is quite
Sub30CtlVo andcan hardlybo shared complotdyby
othors via whateverthe means may be,sometimtts
the llstゃnOr and the speaker,even though they
share tho salne langutto,mayhave a difFerentidca
abdut what wordslnean.
「ourth,the listener lnay nct hear,or lnay lnisぃ
hcarPsome parts of what was sald,or may forget
solne par↓s oflt.
コifth,even ifthe llstener has heard peroctlywell,
he or she generally cannotform oxnctly the same
thoughtthattho speakerhad in m醐,exceptmaybe
.between expげts ustng hlghlytemnicallanguago.
So,】anguageisin no way perFectFor communica‐
tion.Indeed,knowHng what another pol・son is thirlk“
ing―truly undorstanding them― is one oFthe hard"
est tasks of human socialinteractton,oven when
languagO is shared・Nevertholoss,wc humans con・
胡nue to use批;wo collStantly seex tobe understood。
Why do we try to commllnttatth at all?WlillttltDes
colmmuni●a胡on mOan tb uS?             |
These are some of thc most basic qucstions
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basic observation itlnakes senso to recogni%e the

urge to ooHllnunicatoをlS an Cssontial sulevival ynoth‐
anism。                         .         ・
Humans have always askOd themselves,in somo
的rm,the quostion“What maltOs living wOrthぃ
while?"Apart from tho physical roquiremonts oF
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scntial dosiro we havo for living.

Adl human mental activities socma to seck ex"
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nced,to be undorstood(What psyt,hく )loば,sts cF】11
“
boing seen'').FOr Hlost ofol】r colls(,101】S coHarnuni‐
caはon,languagO is employcd,sOmctilncs in a des・

poratc attomptto bo understood,I,神 css thiSiS why
lanttuatto fascinィltett lne.


